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Term 1
CALENDAR
Monday 13th March
LABOR DAY HOLIDAY
Monday 20th March
College Athletics Day
at Llanberris
Wednesday 22nd March
Student Free Day
Professional Learning
Teachers (PLT)

Woodmans Hill Campus Principal Report
As we move into Autumn, I am both pleased and reassured by the strong start that has
been made here at Woodmans Hill within our teaching and learning program. I am
impressed by the way in which our students are coming to classes ‘ready to learn’, and
teachers are continuing to encourage and extend students so that they can achieve their
personal best. Student enrolments have increased and continue to rise.
Information Night
On Tuesday 7th March, Woodmans Hill held it’s information night for prospective families.
The night was an opportunity for us to highlight to primary school aged children and their
families why they should choose Woodmans Hill as their secondary school of choice. The
vast majority of attendees were new families to the College, which is a clear sign that the
positive messages of work we are doing here at Woodmans Hill is spreading throughout
the community. Thank you to all students and staff, led by Assistant Principal Ms Shannon
Turnbull, whom assisted on the night.
Year 7 BBQ

Friday 31st March
Last day of Term
Students dismissed
At 2.30pm

As part of our Transition program, all Year 7’s and their parents and guardians were invited
to attend an informal BBQ on Thursday 23rd February. The evening was a fantastic
success, yet again, which provided all parents the opportunity to meet Year 7 staff. It was
a terrific night and we sincerely thank everyone who attended.
Student Organiser
A reminder to parents and students about the use of our student organiser as a valuable
organisational tool to support learning and an important means of communication between
school and home. Students should take their organiser to every class and keep it graffiti
free and tidy. Students should record home study, important dates e.g. upcoming
excursions and due dates for class work.
CHILD SAFETY CODE OF CONDUCT

The CSEF is an annual payment to the
school to be used towards the above
activities only.
You require a valid Veterans Affairs Gold
Card or eligible Centrelink Health Care Card
(HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC)
or temporary foster parent.
Contact the Admin Office for an application
form. You can drop in with your valid card
and complete application also.
Secondary School Student rate: $225 per
year.
Closing date for CSEF funding for 2017

30th June, 2017

All staff at Woodmans Hill are committed to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of the young
people entrusted to our care. During 2016 school council approved our updated Code of
Conduct. The Code applies in all school situations including school camps and excursions,
and in the use of digital technology and social media. All staff, contractors, volunteers, and
other members of the community who are involved in child related work are responsible for
supporting the safety, participation, wellbeing and empowerment of our young people.
Should you require more information about the Child Safe Code of Conduct, how it works
and who it applies to, or have any questions or concerns, you are welcome to make an
appointment with me through staff at the school’s main office. The code is also available
via our website.

Simon Haber
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Are you using Compass yet?
In 2017, we will be using the Compass online system for NEW things, which will make life easier for you as
parents.

Reporting:
This year ALL reports will be distributed online using the Compass system.
More details and Compass logins will be distributed next week, to all students, in a letter to parents and
guardians. Please make sure this gets home and ask your children if you do not receive your letter.

New Website:
We are excited to announce our new website is up and running! This is a great resource for all parents and
provides you with information about curriculum, uniform as well as providing you with links to our
Compass online system.
Take some time to have a look and become familiar with the new site.

www.woodmanshill.net.au

Please call into the office at Woodmans Hill if you have changed any of your details and have not yet let us know.
This would include:


Address



Mobile or landline number



Emergency contacts



Medical issues/update



Change in employment & contact number
during work hours

Any changes must be in writing and signed.
You can ask for a form at the Reception desk or have your student bring one home.
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Assessment & Reporting
Parent Teacher Student Conversations (PTSCs) – These will take place in week 2 (Thursday 27th April 2017 from
12.30 - 7.30pm).
All interviews will be held in the Library/IRC. We encourage all students along with their parents/carers to attend interviews, with all of their subject teachers.

There will be no classes on this day.
Below are the instructions for bookings your interviews online. If you do not have access to the Internet, you can
phone the campus office on 53367264 and someone will be able to assist you to make bookings.

Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au/home, enter the event code which is RJ4WZ
(this code is case sensitive) and follow these 3 easy steps below:

BOOKINGS OPEN Wednesday 29th March and
CLOSE on Wednesday 26th April at 5pm

When you click finish, your interview timetable will be emailed to you automatically - check your junk mail folder if you do
not receive your email immediately.
You can return to www.schoolinterviews.com.au at any time, and change your interviews - until bookings close.

If you require more time, please contact your child’s teacher
directly to make alternative arrangements.
These meetings are designed for parents and teachers to meet and discuss how their child has settled into the
school year and pass on any information they feel is relevant to their child regarding their academic progress at
Woodman’s Hill Campus. Parents can change their interview bookings, any time prior to the closing date, by re-visiting
the www.schoolinterviews.com.au website, and using the event code. Remember to use the same name and
email address, you used when you made your original booking.
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Senior School News
Did you know that Year 10 students are also part of the Senior School at Woodmans Hill. The Senior School
team is made up of: Ms Shannon O’Shea (Senior School Leader),
Ms Libby Fowkes
(Yr 12 Year Level Coordinator),
Shane Hutchinson
(Yr 11 Year Level Coordinator) and
Ms Jacqui Collins
(Yr 10 Year Level Coordinator).
To best support our Year 10s in their transition into their VCE or VCAL program, year 10s can expect to this
year, participate in a range of career searching experiences, workshops, assemblies and study days. They will
also be supported with the course selection process that will take place later in the year.

Elevate Study Days – Year 10, 11 & 12 Wednesday 21st June
Elevate are returning in 2017, to run workshops with our senior students.
The purpose of this day is provide advice and support to students and to further build their study and management skills.
All year 10 students and VCE Yr 11 students will participate in two sessions, whilst a new session aimed at acing your
exams will be run for year 12s.
Some topics will include: Preparing for a SAC/SAT and exams, Study habits and techniques, Organising materials and
time, Controlling stress, balancing work, school and life. This is a day that students should look forward to and should
find great value in.

Seminar

Year

Time

Study Sensei

10 all students

09:00 - 10:00

Time Management

10 all students

10:00 - 11:00

Student Elevation

11 VCE Students

11:00 - 12:00

Memory Mnemonics

11 VCE Students

12:00 - 13:00

Ace Your Exams

12 VCE Students

13:30 - 14:30

Just a reminder that many teachers are available for students to receive extra
help with their study outside normal class times. Students requiring extra help
should be organising this with their teachers.
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons during Homework Club (3.20-4.20pm in the
IRC/Library) are often suitable times for students and teachers to catch up in
small groups or on a one to one basis.
Reminder to all VCE students, that you have free access to Edrolo.
Edrolo is an exceptional resource that supports students with
learning and revising key concepts and terminology, watching
video clips, familiarising yourself with content prior to the lesson,
revising content, SAC and exam revision with immediate feedback.
If you have not already set up an Edrolo account, you need to do so a.s.a.p.

Shannon O’Shea

Go to www.edrolo.com.au/ballarat-woodmans/
Enter your surname and check that it recognises your correct first name
Enter your email address, mobile phone number, and select a password
Click ‘Let me in’
You'll then be logged into your account
Please start by watching our short training video — you’re now ready to go!

Senior School Leader, VCE Coordinator and Assessment and Reporting Leader
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Wannik Dancers

On Wednesday March 1st the Wannik Dance Academy students participated in their first Victorian State School
Spectacular rehearsal for 2017. We are very lucky to be hosting the rehearsals again this year at the Woodmans Hill
campus and I would personally like to thank all the teachers and supervisors from Yuille Park P-8, Urquhart Park PS,
St Arnaud SC, Ararat College and Mount Clear College for their help during the rehearsal. The first rehearsal is
always an exciting time for the participants as the theme and songs are introduced for the first time before the big
show in September. This year our theme is Freedom and the choreographers have outdone themselves once again
to create amazing, upbeat and entertaining dances. The Wannik Dance Academy girls are also doing their own
Indigenous feature dance, which will be a fabulous opportunity for them. Our next rehearsal is on Wednesday April
26th and we look forward to once again working hard as the show date gets closer.
Trish Fox - Wannik Dance Academy Leader
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On the 20th of February some fellow students and I went to Eureka swimming carnival
accompanied by Mr Hutchinson and Mr Baker. We swam against other Ballarat schools,
although many of us didn’t place, we all had a fun day and it was worth the experience.
The girls and boys put together a team after all the individual events had finished and
competed as a team. Unfortunately, the boys didn’t have a win but the girls placed
third in the freestyle medley. Overall the day was great and I’d like to congratulate all
of the students who went.
By Bridget Curwen-King Year 11

Interschool Swimming Carnival
Personal Accident Insurance and Ambulance Cover
Parents and Guardians are reminded that the Department does not provide personal accident insurance
or ambulance cover for students.
Parents and guardians of students, who do not have student accident insurance/ambulance cover, are
responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including the cost of ambulance
attendance/transport and any other transport costs. Please note that if First Aid trained staff at Woodmans
Hill believe an ambulance to be necessary they will ring for one immediately. Parents and Guardians are
not consulted prior to this decision being made.
Student accident insurance/ambulance cover policies are available from some commercial insurers.

Private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors is not insured
and the Department does not accept any responsibility for any loss or damage.
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On Monday February 27th Woodmans Hill year 11 and 12 VCAL students undertook an adventure to lady Northcote Camp in Bacchus Marsh. The students did many activities that included individual and team effort, including high ropes and building a raft.

Team building:

VCAL kids participated on some activities that had to be done in teams. Stepping stone was
the first event where students had to travel from point A to point B without touching the floor only by using 10
tiles we were given. It took a bit because some students weren’t communicating as a team and we were struggling but they finally got the drift and completed it as a team.

High ropes:

This event took a lot of courage and a lot of trust in
one another. As students and teachers had to climb a 9 metre pole
and work their way across the obstacles. Many people did it and
overcame their fears. A student from Woodmans Hill decided to step
up and run across the high rope ladder obstacle course beating the
rest of the year 11 and 12 times going across. Will Topui

Raft Building: Raft building started off as a shock when the boys and girls had to split up into separate groups.
The boys team argued a lot but that didn’t stop them from giving up, as they cast away on the raft they all ended up falling in the water and then breaking the raft craft. The damage was caused because a student decided to
run across the raft and jump onto the other side flipping the boys raft, sabotaging the boys team. However, the
girls team took a while to complete building the raft and as they sailed away they came back to land in one
piece. Their raft was in perfect condition. They had great communication with one another and a lot of team
work, Boys on the other hand swam half the lake retrieving what was left of the raft and bringing back. Throughout the trip the students had an amazing day and all enjoyed it.
Everyone undertook things and achieved things that they thought they couldn’t do. If there was something that people
learnt on the day, it would be:
“working as a team will help complete anything, rather than working

Girls

Boys

Slow and steady wins the race… Team Girls

Article written by Will Topui
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alone.”

I have learnt that there are still many art techniques and styles to explore, learn and discover - Tilly
The art at the (David Hockney) exhibition was amazing. His style and technique was really cool
- Charlie
I thought that the David Hockney art excursion was very interesting and quite extraordinary.
I think Hockney’s work is spectacular and very clever. Thank you Ms Gorman for taking us.
-

Maddy O
I think the David Hockney art exhibition was amazing and the way he does his work is
brilliant. Thank you so much Ms Gorman for having and taking us. – Gemma T
I thought the exhibition was really good and David Hockney’s work was really vibrant and
inspiring. - Jessica
The exhibition was extraordinary. Sometimes when you were in a room (in the gallery) you felt
like you were there like part of the painting or photography. - Indi
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